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Response to Questions on Soviat/PRC AArlift 
Capabilities to North Vietnam, Introduction of New Weapons 
“and Use of PRC Airfields ; 








Question A. USSR/PRC Airlift Capabilities 


L. What is the capacity of the PAC and the USSR to 
airlift, to NVN? How many aircraft suitable for airlift 
operation doas each nation have? [What portion of total Soviet 
airlift capability would he utilized to deliver the estimated 
7 maximum 1,540 metxvic tons per day?} 


The USSR, ani to a lesser extent the PRC, aach have 
an independent capability -- aircraft, staging airports, and 
trained manpower -~ to institute an airlift to NVH. The extent 
of this capability as measured against the Limitations on 
available aireraft, airports, routes, and serviceability is 
discussed below. - Rather than taking the 1540 tons as a given, 
we have worked through the methodology not only to answer the 
specific questions asked but to check on the validity of the 
1540 tom estimate itself. . 


a. USSR 


The USSR has some 2,900 high-performance transport 
aircraft in their combined military and civil inventories (sce 
fable 1}. Because of operational range and cargo carrying capacity 
however, it is probable that only the medium transport AN~-l2s 
and heavy transport AN~22s would be used in such an airlift and 
that only aircraft in the miditary inventory would be involved. 
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We estimate that during the first two weeks the PRC could OVE 
in about 8,000 tons of cargo and nearly. 2,500 tons par week 
thereafter. At a 50% utilization, tha PRO could probably 
maintain its airlift for about 3 to 5 months, At its peak the 
aixlift conid deliver about 600 tons per day which Would be 
nearly halved after only two weeks. — 


2. What limiting factors exist in using PRC and USSR 
Airoraft for airlift purposes? 


Factors Limiting the use of Soviet and PRC aircraft 
have been mentioned and taken into account in the estimates 
presented above, ‘thé constraints on airoraft serviceability 
may, indeed, ke the single most important factor, particularly 
as they may affect the Soviet program because of its long 
haul nature. Yo the extent that aircraft suffer increasing 
Levels of down time as the airlift proceeds, additional 
aireraft would either have to be added to the program or would 
have to be rotated in and out of the effort. Taking into 
account respective NEM ED ESES the USSR has grantee flexibility 
than does the Pre. 
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3. What cir routes and air terminal points might be 
utilized (including through India for USSR flights)? 


The Soviet airlift could operate over to possible 
routes -~- one via tlashkent-India-Burma-Lacs and a second via 
Irkutsk transiting PRO aixspace, Of the two, only the PRC 
route would be realistic; the distances (7,400 miles roundtrip} 
involved in the India route would reduce cargo carrying 
capacity by move than one half. The China route entails a 
roundtrip of about 5,000 miles, The effort could ba launched 
from staging airports such as Vashkent, Omsk, Semipalatinsk, 
Novosibirsk, tsol'ye-Sibirskoye, and Irkutsk. The AN~22 
aircraft would likely be operated from a single airport, 
‘probably Irkutsk. The AN~1l2?s could operate from any or all 
of these six airports, but Likely would be concentrated at 
one or two, including Irkutsk. Both aircraft would require 
a refueling stop either in North Vietnam or more likely at 
airports in southern China -- Kunming, Nanning, Ning Ming, 
and Fort Bayard. The terminal points in North Vietnam would 
be a few aixports such as Yen Bai and Fhuc Yen, but possibly 
including Cat Bai, Hanoi/Gia Lam, Kep, a Kien An. Because 
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Question C. Use of PRO Airfields 


‘Several factors would limit the military advantage 
that might result from changing the rules of engagement to 
permit hot pursuit of North Vietnamese aircraft using China 
aS 4 sanctuary. Combat in the Sino-North Vietnamese border 
regions would be conducted at minimum range for North Vietnarese . 
aireraft but at long range for US land-based aircraft. Fuel 
constraints would impose at least some limits on tactics and. 
maneuver for US aircraft, whereas the North Vietnamese would 
gain from the proximity o£ GCI radars immune from attack. 


_ By fan the greatest military disadvantage that must 
be considered in any decision to remove the buffer zone, however, 
could arise from the virtual certainty that accidential over- 
flights of Chinese territory would result, coupled with China's 
demonstrated willingness and capability to defend its airspace. 
The Chinese can conduct intensive aix patrols of the entire 
North Vietnamese border, and even a brief intrusion into 
Chinese terxitery could draw an immediate response. A total 
of at least 150 Chinese jet fighters are currently based at 
Ning Ming, <'len-yang, Nanning, Meng~teu, and Ssu-mac airfields, 
and more cguld be deployed quickly to Bing-yuan~-chieh {and to 
the other airfields as well) if the Chinese chose. All six 
airfields are within 100 nautical miles of the North Vietnamesa 
border and capable of supporting defensive fighter patrols. 


- Only MIG-19s and MIG-17s are now based in the border region, 


but small numbers of MIG-21s were active there during the 
previous US bombing campaign, and they could return on short 
notice. . ; . 
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